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profecting fhe lost of the free-flowing Columbia River:

Elk Summit at Hanford brings Partners Together

The management of the Yakima/Rattlesnake Hillselk herd took a
new venueinApril asanumber of government agenciesand
special interest groupsmet in Prosser, Washington, for atwo day
workshop. Co-sponsored by the U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and Washington Department of FishandWildlife
(WDFW), the EIk Summit wasinitiated by responsesfrom
landowners adjacent to the M onument that the 500 head herd is
causing undue depredation lossesto their crops. Over thelast
four years, the USFWS hastrapped and rel ocated 186 elk and
the WDFW haslengthened the hunting season on adjacent lands
to reduce the herd from more than 900 animal's, but damage
claimsto crops have continued to increase to over $250,000 annually. The extended huntsalso brought an
influx of hunters, overwhelming local rancherswith requeststo hunt their lands, incidences of trespass,
damageto fidddsand fences, and agenerally unsafe hunting experience.

The Summit brought together USFWS, WDFW, Bureau of Land Management, Department of Energy,
NativeAmericans, county government, landowners, loca hunters, and the Audubon Society. Skillfully
facilitated by consultant Onnie Byers of theWorld Conservation Union’s Conservation Breeding Group, the
partnersworked through a processwhich identified the ma or issuesand brought to light methodsthat could
be employed to mitigatethe problems.

Accomplishmentsthat camefromthesummitinclude:

. more productivelinesof communication between dl
partiesinvolved
. an agreement between agenciesfor acooperative effort

to produceinformationa materias for distributionto
hunters that explainthe hunting situationintheareaand
indicate thoselandsthat are open to public hunting and
privatelandsrequiring written permission

. initiation of effortstoreduce herd szetothe state’'s
target of lessthan 350 animals

Thelandownersexpressed support of the partnersintheir
effortsto addresstheir concernsand requested that they be
kept informed of the progress. USFWSwill producealetter
that will go out regularly, updating all partiesof the progress
being madeto managethe Yakima/RattlesnakeHillselk herd.




